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FAREWELL TO OUR CHARTER
PRESIDENT TAN LEONG TECK

PP James Tow
Our Charter President, Tan Leong Teck, who had
been affectionately known as ‘Lau Tah’ (meaning
“Big Chief’ in mandarin) to the Changi Rotarians
and some close friends, had passed away on
New Years Day, Thursday 1* January 2009. at
the ripe old age of 87 years.

Many Rotarians in Singapore who know our CP
Leong Teck will agree that he is a quiet and
humble man who is well respected amongst
Rotarians and in the business community.

Photo of CP Leong Teck taken by PP Dr Gong at a
dinner with Dr Chee Choon Seng & Mr Yong Poh Chin
on 5 Sept ‘08

He was born on 4™ April 1923 in Singapore and
was one of the pioneer students of the Chinese
High School (Hwa Chung). He was a very
successful contractor and businessman and was
the Chairman of Bilcon Industries Pte Ltd which
was responsible for the construction of colossal
reinforced concrete pipes. He was a Past
President of the Chinese High Old Boys’
Association and was also President of the Hwa
Chung Seniors’ Club. Up to recently, he was also
the President of the Tong Bee Sia (Tong Bee
Association), a Chinese migrants’ Clan. Changi
members can remember that CP invited us to a
Special Loh Hei Dinner cum Bursary Presentation
Award function held at his favourite Tung Lok
Seafood Restarant which he hosted in Feb '07.

CP addressing the Tong CP with the RC Changi gues ts
Lee Sia as President at that 2007 Dinner Fun ction

CP Leong Teck had first joined the Rotary Club of
Singapore East in 1966 and had accumulated a
wealth of 42 years of Rotary knowledge and
philosophy with him till his final day. He was the
President of RC Singapore East during Rotary
Year 1984/85. His devotion to Rotary was so
overwhelming that he once said, “I love Rotary
more than | love my children”.

In 1988, the Rotary Club of Changi was chartered
and PP Leong Teck was its Charter President. He
had been a sturdy foundation of our Club and its
steadfast pillar of strength for at least the first 15
years. It was also through him that strong ties
with our 3 sister-clubs, Fukaya, Sanchung East
and Downtown Manila had been established.

The other areas where CP Leong Teck had left
his permanent mark were the extension/formation
of the following Clubs:-

1) RC Garden City

2) RC Serangoon Gardens

3) RC Orchard

4) RC Bukit Timah

Over and above these, he had achieved 100%
attendance from 1984 to 2001; only prevented
first by his failing eyesight and later by his illness,
to keep up ever-since 2002.

He also constantly contributed to the Rotary
Foundation. He was a 4-times Rotary Benefactor
and a multiple PHF (8 times). In honour of his
outstanding contributions and dedications to the
Rotary Organisation and his contributions to the
community at large, our Club had set up a ‘CP
Tan Leong Teck (RC Changi) Bursary Fund’

which was launched officially in June 2005. pg1/4



TRIBUTES TO CP TAN LEONG

TECK Reported by PP Dr Gong Ing San

Our Club’s first meeting for 2009 was initially
intended to be a “Welcome 2009 Fellowship Dinner”
at Huang Ting Restaurant .on January 7. But with th
demise of our Charter President on New Years
Day,PP Anthony Tan, the next most senior club
charter member, suggested that this special ‘Dinner
Meeting’ would be an opportunity for some of our
senior members “to say something about our Charter
President, (the) late Peter Tan Leong Teck who has
left us to join (the) late Peter C H Chua in anathe
world”

PP Dr Gong reports on the brief tributes preserigd
some of our member sat that meeting

"President Jack Tan Hian Yong, after the opening
of our club meeting, requested our Past
Presidents and members whose lives had been
touched by C P Tan Leong Teck to come forward
to share their experiences with our late C P.

PP Anthony Tan was the first one to speak. He
related how much CP loved Rotary and felt that
CP had the desire to start a bilingual Club so that
more people could enjoy the goodness and
fellowship of Rotary. C P Tan was originally a
member of R C Singapore East. As he felt the
need to start Bilingual Clubs, he got the support
of PP John Tan to assist him to first start the
Rotary Club of Garden City. This R C of Garden
City had become more of a Mandarin-speaking
club, rather than bilingual.

Subsequently , within a very short span of one or
two years, again with PP John Tan, he chartered
our Club, the Rotary Club of Changi. Unlike R C
Garden City, we had become more of an English
speaking club, over the evolution period of 20
years.

PP Anthony Tan also reminisced about our early
formative years, and how the C P helped shape
the character of the Club through good fellowship
and friendship, and through our projects. He also

mentioned about his great respect for this
wonderful leader of our club and this generous
man.

. s - LI
CP Leong Teck and Ann Beng Hee as hosts for Chinese
New Year open-house at their home (an annual affair
always looked forward to by the Changi members and
their spouses ) This photo was taken on 24 Feb '07

At the inese New Year open-house fellowship and
food galore at CP Leong Teck’s home on 24 Feb ‘07

PP Dr I S Gong was the next member to fondly
recall the times and the relationships that had
been forged between him and C P Tan. Dr Gong
related that he remembered that during his year
of Presidency, it marked the beginning of the
traditional ‘Loh Hei Dinners’ hosted solely by C P
Tan .. PP Gong remembered that it was in Feb
1993 when C P committed himself that as long as
he was alive, he would host the ‘Lo Hei Dinner’
every year. CP Tan will also always be
remembered for his generosity and the annual
‘ang khoo kuehs’ that were given away at every
Installation dinner of our Club.

PP Gong also commented that he acknowledged
the guidance from the CP and treated him as his
foster-father / god-father figure. Towards the last
6 months of C P Tan's life, he also remembered,
that the CP called him quite often and was always
concerned about the progress of R C Changi's
20th Anniversary Celebration. It was during the
last 3 months of C P's life that he often called Dr
Gong to take him (C P) to his favourite makan
places in Lau Pa Sat, Geylang and Beng Hiang
Restaurant. PP Gong had been out with CP
(accompanied by his maid) on many occasions,
and shared many things together.

But Dr Gong being a Christian, the happiest
moment for him was when CP told him in
September that he was going to be baptised as a
Christian on 5th Oct 2009. He personally
witnessed CP’s baptism ceremony at the Church
of Our Saviour, with his family also in attendance.
He had chosen ‘Peter’ for his Christian name, the
same as our late PP Peter C H Chua.

When Dr Gong was informed by Mary, his eldest
daughter, that he had passed away at 1.30 pm
on 1 Jan 2009, he was surprised. He was also
regretful because he had a missed- call from CP
about 2 weeks prior to his death...Regretful
because he had always returned CP’s missed
calls, but this was the only one that he did not
return, and had to this day wondered what that
call was for.

The third member to come forward to share was
PP Boh. He recalled how his wife Florence had
been on such close relationship with the C P that
they always would humour one another with their



jokes and wise cracks. PP Boh also emphasized
that our C P would always observe the serving
Club Presidents closely and formed his own
opinion in his heart as to what kind of person the
President was like. He also loved the club and
would often check on the health of the club
through the members. When C P was stronger
and healthier, he was always a 100 percenter
until the time when it was inconvenient for him to
drive to our meetings in the evening. PP Boh also
commented that as a result of C P's scrutiny,
when it came to supporting the Club projects, you
could tell his good or bad impression of the
incumbent President by the way he supported the
project. You could be sure of his strong support, if
he regarded you as a good, very effective and
generous president. The generosity is not
necessarily measured in terms of money, but in
terms of efforts, time and enthusiasm.

The fourth member to share was PP Ng Say
Chuan who mentioned about how the C P had
taught him very many important lessons on
leadership and generosity. He will always miss
the C P for his wonderful fellowship, and his
motto about the Family of Rotary. The C P had
always regarded our Rotary Club as a big
extended family; and C P's Motto was "Don’t
Worry, Be Happy"

The fifth and last member to share was PP Jack
Tan Why Kwang . PP Why Kwang said that he
will not repeat what the others had said about the
C P, but he had only one thing which he noticed
about the C P whenever we have Fellowship
dinners together. He noticed that C P Tan was
always very friendly with the serving waitresses at
our dining table. He was friendly not in a flirtatious
way, but in a way that made the waitresses feel
that they were doing an important job of serving
the customers, in giving good service. By his kind
and friendly manner, many waitresses instantly
recognised him whenever he stepped in to any of
the restaurants that he was patronising.

Indeed, our CP had been a great, kind and
generous person and was well respected by
many people. We will
this wonderful person.”

always remember

Ex-Rotarian Mr Sim
Hay Lum, charter-
member of RC
Singapore East made
a surprise generous
donation of $10,000
towards the ‘Tan
Leong Teck Bursary
Fund’ as a respect for

-

our CP for being a great Rotarian. CP Leong Teck (on
the right) presented Mr Sim with a plague of appreci  a-
tion This was at a lunch at CP’s favourite Beng Hia n
Restaurant at Amoy Street on 15 B August 2008.

Events to Cotch

January & February

Jan
21° ‘Gambling Addiction Recovery’
(Wed) Speaker: Rev Tan Lye Keng
28" Normal Meeting Replaced by
(Wed) CNY - President’s Open House
Feb
04" CNY Loh Hei Dinner
(Wed) (Spouses invited)
11" Speaker Event
(Wed) Details to be announced

18" Normal Meeting Replaced by\
(Wed) Club visit to RC Downtown Manila
(19" — 21 Feb '09)

25" Meeting Replaced by
(Wed) World Understanding & Peace Day
Diner on 23" Feb (Mon)

28" BOD Meeting (5.30pm) followed by

(Sun) Fellowship Dinner (7.00pm) at home
of PP Jimmy Lim
Birthdays
Jan 09" Andrew Tan
i Jack Tan Hiang Yong
Feb 13" Jack Tan Why Kuang
24" Rolv Stokkmo

Wedding Anniversaries
Jan 18" Marcus Lee and Karina
Feb 06" Jackson Lee & Amy

Reported by Pres Jack Tan

When our Club considered doing some charitable
work in Malacca, our friends of RC Kota
Laksamana suggested providing monetary and/or
material assistance to 2 charitable organizations
there - the Calvary Care Home as well as the
Timor Leste Home.

The Calvary Care Home, run by a Christian group,
Calvary Life Assembly, provides shelter, food,
clothing, education and tender love to destitute
children (age 8 to 14 years) from underprivileged
backgrounds. The Timor Leste Home caters in
similar manners for children and youth (age 14 to
20 years) from Timor Leste who live in Malacca
for medical treatment and education. These
children, with only a single living parent or were
orphaned during the political unrest in their
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home country in 1999 have been given the much
needed assistance by FHTO (Loving Timor Leste
Children Foundation). This charitable work was
initiated by a Malaysian army contingent which
was deployed to Timor Leste during its
referendum in 1999.

On 20" December 2008, 6 Changi members
together with 3 spouses and a few family
members drove to Malacca for this Joint
Community Service Project and fellowship with
RC Kota Laksamana in Malacca. Our itinerary
was to drive up to Malacca in the morning, have
lunch there and thereafter to do some shopping
and sight-seeing before hosting our RC
Laksamana friends to a dinner at a favourite
restaurant of PP Anthony Tan on the first day.
The proposed projects’ official ceremonies were
to be held the next day. But due to unusual and
long delays at the Second Link immigration
checkpoints, we took about 4 hours to clear the
Singapore and Malaysian immigrations, resulting
in disruption of the afternoon’s programme.
However, we managed to enjoy a very
sumptuous dinner with our guests that evening.

The next day, an official lunch/meeting was
arranged and hosted by RC Kota Laksamana in a
cafe. President Jack and President Andy Yoong
of RC Kota Laksamana made their speeches
followed by cheque presentations to both the
charitable homes. RC Changi presented a
cheque of RM 1,200 to each while RC Kota
Laksamana presented theirs of RM 500 to the
two respectively. This was followed by exchange
of gifts between the two presidents and a
delightful buffet lunch for all present. The gifts of
stationery, books clothings and toys brought by
us were handed over to RC Laksamana for them
to present to other charitable groups for younger
children for which they would be more suited.

In the afternoon, our hosts brought us to visit a
batik factory before our departure for home

Group photo of the Rotarians & Homes' repsentatives
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Changi & K Laksa
Rotarians at the
Batik Factory

PresJack with some girls from Timor Leste Home

Making the President’s pre-donation speech

Handing over cheques of the 2 Clubs to Calvary
Care Home’s lady-in-charge by the 2 Presidents

The respective cheques handed over to the Timor
Leste lady-in-charge by the Presidents
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Pres Andy Loong presents his gift to Pres Jack

Tan jn return for Pres Jack’s earlier gesture.
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